
All Souls’ Service 2022, Lamentations 3:22-26  

Today we recall our personal loss of loved ones, and seek to draw strength and 
comfort from God. Recently, with the death of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, we have 
seen grief, alongside celebration of a life, expressed in many ways: tears, clapping, 
silence, bowing of heads, writing of tributes, leaving of flowers, queueing to pay 
respects, music and prayers.. My thoughts on seeing the flowers… 
There can be many ways to express our grief, our loss, when we lose loved ones 
and our emotions are stirred, and these can help us, but, alongside these, the 
Christian faith also offers us hope of eternal life. 
Whenever we encounter death, losing a loved one or friend or a national figure, we 
are reminded of our own mortality, that none of us live for ever, we are mortal, and 
pass through this world quite quickly. These are not morbid thoughts, they are the 
simple reality of our existence, and we can face them with real hope and strength, 
by putting our trust in God. I believe there is more to life than what we experience on 
this earth. I believe that when we leave this world we enter into the presence of God, 
who created us and loves us, who through his Son has redeemed us, forgiven us 
and welcomes us with open arms, to rest in his peace and joy for ever. This is the 
Christian hope. This was Queen Elizabeth’s hope, and is there for all of us. 
In today’s reading: ‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is 
my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ (Lamentations 3:22-24) 
The writer says that their hope of eternal life comes from their experience of God’s 
love in this world. So, it is with us. When we experience God’s love now, we find an 
assurance that this will not end with death, but is for ever. 
In this world we live lives of both joy and pain, happiness and sadness, trust and 
doubt, but in eternity we will finally find the perfect rest and peace of God.  
Jesus proclaimed himself as the way to the Father, the way to eternal life, the way 
into the presence of God. All who believe in him, he promised to raise, with himself, 
to life eternal. These are words of comfort and hope for us today. 
So, as we grieve, let us also be sustained by our hope and trust in God.  
Let us be thankful for the lives of our loved ones, and for ours, and seek strength  
and comfort in God’s eternal love for us all. 
 
 

Lamentations 3:22-26 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
   his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 
   great is your faithfulness. 

‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, 

  ‘therefore I will hope in him.’ 
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 

   to the soul that seeks him. 
It is good that one should wait quietly 

   for the salvation of the LORD. 

 


