Hebrews 12:1-2

‘Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.. let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured
the cross.” Our 2012 text.

The great cloud of witnesses are all those people of faith who have gone before us.

Their example and inspiration can encourage us today.

The race that is set before us is the life we are called to live as Christians, lives of love and
grace, each in our different circumstances and callings.

The writer encourages us to do three things as we run this race:

1. Run with perseverance. To achieve anything in life we need perseverance. 2022 Text
Gold medals, championship cups, exams passed, goals achieved, are won in the
preparation that has often been going on for years, often through disappointments and set-
backs, but without giving up..

To follow Jesus Christ also requires determination and perseverance, not to give up when
the going is tough. Jesus didn’t promise his disciples an easy or comfortable life, but
challenged them to deny themselves, take up their cross and follow him. Each of us will
have crosses to bear, challenges to face, discouragements to overcome, but God is with
us, alongside us and within us, to lead us, guiding our steps, strengthening our weakness,
carrying us at times, as we persevere and do not give up.

2. Look to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

Jesus is our pioneer, our example, in his life we see the attitudes to God and others we
are to imitate, Jesus pioneered the way through life and even through death to life eternal.
Jesus is our guide, ‘The Way the Truth and the Life’. Jesus is the perfecter of our faith,
that is, Jesus doesn’t ask us to face life alone, but with him, in his strength and not simply
our own, filled with his Spirit. Jesus is the source of all we need, giving us strength,
wisdom, courage as we journey through life. Our faith is all of grace, it depends upon God.
We do our part, seeking to be faithful, but we still rely totally upon God. Each of us first
came to love and trust Jesus Christ because God was at work in our lives; and when we
come face to face with him in glory, we will trust in his love and mercy.

‘Looking to Jesus’ suggests meditating upon him, contemplating him, in reading Scripture,
prayer, worship and adoration. Prayer is our lifeline to God, and we seek to put prayer at
the heart of our lives. Alongside prayer we need to read the Bible, to learn of Jesus and
how he lived among us. Prayer and reading the Bible are our daily bread to feed our spirits
and to maintain our spiritual health.

3. Find the joy in your faith.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus was able to endure the cross, with all its pain and
isolation, because of the joy that he knew awaited him in glory. C S Lewis called his
autobiography ‘Surprised by Joy’, as he wasn’t expecting to find such joy when he became
a Christian. Sometimes we lose track of the joy that is a fruit of the Spirit. This doesn’t
mean always being happy or having a smile on your face, although that is OK, but knowing
the deep joy that can sustain us through all of life’s journey. This is not something we can
work up, but comes as a gift as we follow, and grow in love for our Lord. We travel in hope,
sure that one day we will see Jesus face to face, and share his joy in heaven for ever.

So, let us ....text above



