Luke 10:25-37 The Good Samaritan

This is such a well-known story that phrases from it have entered our language.

‘To be a Good Samaritan’ has become someone who helps out a neighbour in need.

And today we also think of ‘The Samaritans’ as people answering a telephone, offering a
listening ear to those who are desperate. This famous story is all about those who are
different to us, and challenges our attitudes to those who are not like ourselves?

In Jesus’ day, Samaritans were the result of mixed marriages between Jews and Gentiles,
and they developed their own version of the Jewish religion, and lived in their own area of
the land, Samaria. This resulted in an attitude of antagonism, and prejudice between the
two groups. eg. James and John just before this... (9:52-55)

Jesus’ attitude was very unexpected towards these neighbours, as we see in this story.
Jesus told the story in response to a lawyer’s question, ‘What must | do to inherit eternal
life?” Something we are all interested in. The lawyer was moral, upright and law-abiding,
but also deeply proud and prejudiced, and was trying to get Jesus to justify his prejudices.
‘Jesus answered him, ‘What is written in the law?” The lawyer replies with the summary of
the Law, ‘Love God.. and love your neighbour as yourself'. These two are inextricably
linked, we can’t truly have one without the other, but the lawyer wanted an easy way out.
He wanted Jesus to say his neighbour was just his fellow Jew, those who lived and
thought and acted as he did, so he asked, ‘Who is my neighbour?’

Jesus’ reply was truly shocking to this man.

Story: A man was going from Jerusalem to Jericho, a lonely, desert road. He was
attacked, stripped, beaten, robbed, and left to die. A priest came along and saw the man,
but kept on walking, he ‘passed by on the other side’, another phrase that has become
part of our language. A Levite, (a Temple worker) did the same. Perhaps they didn’t have
time, they were going to important meetings or duties in the Temple, or they couldn’t risk
defilement by touching what might be a dead body. Anyway, everyone expected that next
an ordinary Jew would come along and look after the man, and this would be a good joke
about the clergy being too busy or pious. But it is a Samaritan who comes by, and cares
for the injured man.

This was shocking, an affront to the lawyer and his prejudices! This meant there were no
barriers to who his neighbours were, and who he might be required to love!

The Samaritan saw, and had compassion. He didn’t ask whether the injured man deserved
help, or whether he was obliged to help, he just saw a person in need and acted.

He provided immediate medical attention, and gave money for his longer-term care.

This cost the Samaritan time and inconvenience, as this delayed his journey
considerably. It cost him money, as he left a blank cheque for the man’s care.

Such amazing generosity. He risked possible danger of attack himself, the robbers might
have still been nearby, watching, as he stopped to help. He risked rejection by the man
he was trying to help, if he realised it was a Samaritan who was offering him aid.

He risked his reputation among his own people for helping a Jewish man.

Jesus is saying, loving our neighbour as ourselves is a costly business.

Jesus concludes by asking the lawyer which of the three was a neighbour. The lawyer
cannot bring himself to say ‘the Samaritan’, but limply says, ‘The one who showed him
mercy’. ‘Go and do likewise’, says Jesus.

Jesus words are for us too. We must be prepared to love ‘Samaritans’, those different to
us, those who we disagree with, or find it difficult to get on with.

This might mean crossing barriers of race, colour, culture, or religion in our church,
community, and nation to show the love of God. In the wider church it means organisations
we support like HARP, Christian Aid, The Leprosy Mission, Children’s Society offering help
to all, regardless of race or religion.

Jesus came for all people, and loves all people, and challenges us to follow him. So, let us
hear and take to heart Jesus words, ‘Go and do likewise’.



