
John 10:22-30 
There is no better loved picture of Jesus than the Good Shepherd. It is woven into the 
language and imagery of the Bible. Much of the land where Jesus lived was not fit for 
agriculture, but only for grazing, shepherds faced a hard life, but they were a common 
sight. Jesus applies this familiar image to himself, as the Good Shepherd, the one who 
offers life, lived in the love and care of God.  
In today’s gospel we see three aspects of this life: 
1. Life of relationship. John 10:27-28a ‘My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they 
follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.’  
It is first of all a personal relationship. ‘My sheep hear my voice’. The sheep get to know 
the voice of the shepherd, and distinguish their voice from that of others.  
We learn to listen to Jesus speaking to us, as we pray, as we come quietly before him,  
as we read the Bible, as we listen to the inner promptings of the Holy Spirit,  
as we listen to one another.  
‘I know them’. As the shepherd knows his sheep, Jesus knows us through and through. 
He understands what makes us tick, what delights us, what frustrates us, what saddens 
us, what makes us angry. He knows our needs. God created us and knows us better than 
we know ourselves.  
‘They follow me’. Christians are defined as followers of Jesus Christ. Because we have 
experienced Jesus’ love for us, we want to be with him and to do his will. We want to stay 
close to Jesus, and to honour him in every part of our lives.  
So, this life of relationship is one of love and care, a two-way relationship of knowing, 
speaking, listening, and following. 
2. Life of security. John 10:28 ’I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one 
will snatch them out of my hand.’  
Once we come into this relationship with Jesus, we are secure, we are safe, for ever.  
We begin to experience eternal life, which is a quality of life.  
If we listen to the constant adverts on radio and TV, we will think quality of life is about a 
house, a car, holidays, money in the bank and time and health to enjoy it, but it is much 
more.. The quality-of-life God offers does not rely on any of these things (although God 
knows our needs), but is only dependant on knowing God, and therefore available to all 
people everywhere, at all times.  
Eternal life is not something we experience only when we die, but life that we live now, a 
life that is indestructible, that goes through death into eternity with God. This life is forever. 
St Paul uses a picture of Christians being adopted as God’s children, a permanent state.  
No matter what we do, how far we stray, we are still God’s children. God wants us to be 
assured of his love for us, for ever. Love that is constant and true, through thick and thin. 
He wants us to have confidence in him, and this will give us peace, and will set us free. 
Free from fear, fear of death, fear of other people’s opinions, fear of having to justify 
ourselves, even fear of what God might ask of us. The Good Shepherd protects his sheep 
with his own life, and leads them in the paths of fullness of life.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Life of community. In this passage ‘sheep’ is always used in the plural.  
We are called personally but not alone. We are called by name, but called together. 
Eternal life can never be an isolated life, or even a life with people just like us.  
God’s purposes are much greater. We find the full meaning of eternal life in community,  
in relationship with God and with each other.  
What a privilege it is for us to experience this life here at St. Aidan’s. We enjoy the 
richness of God’s church in fellowship together, in caring and praying for one another, in 
serving our community, in witnessing to God’s transforming love together.  
This is something that involves us all, it is not that some are here to care for others, but 
that we all care for one another, we all welcome those who are new or unknown to us. 
As we have our Annual Meeting today, it is a chance to reflect on all St Aidan’s means to 
each of us, how we each can contribute to the life we share together, and to be thankful. 
These three aspects of eternal life in Jesus satisfy three of the basic needs of all human 
beings: 
-To be known, accepted, loved and cared for, to be valued by someone. 
-To be secure, not to live our lives in fear. 
-To belong. None of us is an island, we are created as social beings, we belong with 
others. 
God created us with these needs that we might search and find fulfilment for them in 
knowing him.  
In this life we experience a taste of God’s love and care, but an imperfect taste, as we are 
still imperfect ourselves, but God’s love, revealed in Jesus Christ, finds its’ completion in 
heaven, when we will see him face to face and enjoy him fully forever, in life eternal.  

 


