Leprosy Sunday 2022

Slide 1: Anandaban Research Lab
Story of the Good Samaritan informs our approach and thinking...

If video is shown, use slide 1 then skip 2, 3, 4, and use slides 5 and 6 to finish.

People affected by leprosy need help. They often live in extremely poor conditions
facing a bleak future. Leprosy causes nerve damage to people’s limbs leaving them
numb and vulnerable to wounds, which if untreated can become infected, leading to
permanent disabilities or the need for amputation. People affected by leprosy often
live in fear because of the stigma that causes their friends, families and neighbours
to reject them. Lack of support for those with leprosy can lead to high levels of
mental illness. Specialist medical care is extremely limited, so many people affected
by leprosy don’t have access to the support that they need. The Leprosy Mission
has been greatly used over many years, and is determined to pursue the end of
Leprosy. At Anandaban in Nepal a pioneering work is taking place to reach that goal.

Slide 2: Crumbling lab

In a crumbling laboratory on a mountain top, the team are making scientific
breakthroughs that can have a global impact. But the lab is now at risk of closing.
It's too small, not fit for purpose and was severely damaged in the terrible
earthquakes of 2015. It won’t pass the upcoming Nepali Government inspection.
Without this lab, the chance to end leprosy in our lifetime will be lost forever.

Slide 3 The research team desperately needs to develop an early diagnostic test for
leprosy. This is vital to diagnose leprosy on the spot, so people can be cured as
quickly as possible. They are already testing pioneering new treatments to prevent
people like Shakti, who we’ll meet later, suffering physical disabilities because of
leprosy. To save more people from the devastating effects of leprosy, a new world-
class research centre needs to be built at Anandaban.

Slide 4: Shakti’s story

One person who has experienced this help is Shakti. You can read about her in the
leaflet given you today. She’s 16 and lives in Mahhotari, a small town located in the
Terai belt of Nepal. She comes from a humble family background of farmers where
she lives with her parents, grandparents, and siblings. She says, “I remember the
pain in my legs and the small red bumps and discolouration from when | was 4 or 5
years old.” She didn’t know back then that these early signs of leprosy would start a
cycle of hospital visits, medication and follow-up that would last until she was 16.

In fact, she was 14 years old when she was finally diagnosed with leprosy. She
remembers feeling afraid and hopeless when she received the diagnosis, because of
the social stigma for people suffering from leprosy. Tragically, some people still
regard it as a sign of God’s anger. Shakti felt very alone.

Her family took her to Anandaban for a check-up, because treatment is free for
people with leprosy, and they couldn’t afford to pay at another hospital. The doctors
told her that the leprosy bacterium had seeped into her bones. They needed to
perform surgery to amputate her right leg from the knee down. She used to feel pain
in her legs, but after the surgery it has stopped. She’s now recuperating at the
hospital after her surgery and she’ll be fitted with an artificial limb. “Here, everyone is



nice to me, | feel like they all care about me. They tell me that | will be able to walk
again after soon.”

But Shakti is aware of the impact of leprosy on her future. She says, “The pain is
gone but I'll have to live categorised as disabled, and | feel like | have to change my
dreams now.” She was planning to study science to become a doctor. As she was
doing well with her studies, everyone supported her. She knew the journey to
become a doctor would be hard because of the financial status of her family but after
the surgery, she feels like it is impossible now. She says, “/ still want to study, but
want to pursue something realistic like accounting, so I can pursue a desk job.”

The Leprosy Mission want to rebuild Anandaban Research Centre so that pioneering
research might lead to a breakthrough towards ending leprosy. They long for a
medical miracle that will mean stories of disability and discrimination like Shakti’s will
be no more. They believe it's possible, and with God’s help leprosy can be brought
to an end. They believe that God is leading them to breakthroughs which will
transform lives. They know that improving treatment and ending leprosy globally will
not be possible without discoveries at Anandaban Research Centre in Nepal.

Slide 5: Ask

One way we can help the Research Facility at Anandaban Hospital is through
prayer. The Leprosy Mission began with a couple of people and some friends
praying in their front room, thinking “What can we do for these people with leprosy
we’ve met in India?” Because of God’s kindness to answer those prayers, The
Leprosy Mission are now able to reach out to people affected by leprosy in 10
countries. Pray that God will supply what’'s needed for the Research Lab and that it
will be a place of vital discoveries to bring lasting change for people like Shakti.

We can also give to help to build this new world-class research facility on the roof of
the world? With our help, scientific breakthroughs from this laboratory will end
leprosy and help people affected by this disease to achieve what they long for.

(eg. A regular gift of £18 a month provides 30,000 bricks in a year. A gift of £36 buys
5,000 bricks, or £105 buys 15 bags of cement!)

We can give using the envelopes provided, or give on the Leprosy Mission website.

Slide 6 — Thank You

The Leprosy Mission says thank you so much for your compassion.

Every brick makes a difference to bring medical miracles for people affected by
leprosy! With a new state-of-the-art facility, the sky’s the limit!



