Text for 2022 Joshua 1:9 (Joshua 1:1-9)
A new year always brings a sense of the possibility of new beginnings, changing our
ways, opportunities ahead, and hopes for what the future may hold.
| have chosen our text for 2022 to give a focus for our life through the year.
| hope you will place your text card somewhere that you will see it often.....
The text is from Joshua 1:9 (missing from card!):
‘Remember
that | have commanded you to be determined and confident!
Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for I, the Lord your God,
am with you wherever you go.’ (Good News Bible)

Context: v1 ‘After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord spoke to
Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant.” Moses has died. Such a great leader for 40
years, who encountered God in a burning bush, performed miracles before Pharoah
in Egypt, parted the Red Sea, received the Ten Commandments from God’s hand,
and led the people to the brink of the promised land before he died. People would
say, ‘Moses, ah Moses, there’s no-one like Moses,’ forgetting their grumbling against
him, their disobedience, making a golden calf to worship while Moses was on the
mountain with God, causing Moses to sin, and so never to enter the promised land..
Now Joshua, his young assistant, is given the task of taking Moses’ place, leading
the people into the promised land. He must have felt very daunted and inadequate..
Like when Nelson Mandela died... or when our Queen dies, many would only have
known one leader, Moses....
What has God to say to Joshua at this crucial time?
Joshua is told to Remember. This an important word in the Bible. Invariably when
God told his people to remember something, an event, a command or a person, it
was to remind them of what God is like and how God relates to his people. It was
God who acted for his people, not Moses, who was God’s obedient messenger.
Reminders of what God has done in the past are meant to be a spur to present
action, behaviour and service. The supreme words of remembrance in the Bible are
those of our Lord Jesus himself, which we recall in this Holy Communion service,
to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. Remembering Jesus death for us in the past,
brings us life in the present.
So, to remember doesn’t mean to go into 2022 looking backwards to all that is past,
but rather to draw strength and learn from how God has been with us in the past, so
that we have confidence in God for the future. This was Joshua’s task.
v8 This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it
day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written
in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful’
Joshua is told to take God’s written law as his guide, to meditate upon it and let
God’s word direct his ways. So, we can take God’s word as our guide and our light.
The world changes all around us, but God is unchanging and faithful and his word is
always living and active, to teach us, comfort us, and direct us.



Three times in four verses here the Lord says to Joshua, ‘be determined and
confident’. Good forward-looking words for a New Year. Notice this confidence is
not in ourselves, but in God and his faithfulness. Joshua still had battles to fight, the
river Jordon to miraculously cross, land to be possessed; there would be opposition,
defeats, and failure, but these must not be allowed to deter him.
Indeed, Joshua went on to become a very successful leader, used and blessed
by God, and a blessing to his people.
Whatever God might be calling us to in 2022 let us be determined and confident in
saying ‘yes’ to God, and not be put off by any discouragements or disappointments
that come our way. These two words are the opposite of what we are told here to
avoid: ‘Don’t be afraid or discouraged’.
How can we do this? ‘for I, the Lord your God, am with you wherever you go.’
We are not alone. As we celebrated at Christmas, our Saviour is ‘Emmanuel, which
means God is with us.” We have grace and strength available to us from God, who is
with us as one who understands our weaknesses, our fears, our humanity, and now
nothing can ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. God’s presence
with us assures us of his love, gives hope in every situation, and will guide us in all
the year ahead will bring. Wherever God leads us in 2022, he has been before us
and is with us now, whether the year brings the challenges of change, times of
dismay and despair, the helplessness of failure, the joys of life, the pains of growth,
the emergence of new life, even through death into glory.
Let us take these words to Joshua to our own hearts as we enter 2022:
‘Remember
that | have commanded you to be determined and confident!
Don’t be afraid or discouraged, for I, the Lord your God,
am with you wherever you go.’



