Matthew 2:1-12 Epiphany

Today, as we celebrate the Epiphany, we turn our attention to the Magi, those strange
exotic people from the east as they complete the story of our Saviour’s birth.

Three ways they were wise:

Firstly, they were looking and listening.

v1b-2 ‘wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay
him homage.’

The Magi were a very influential group in Persia, advisers to the Persian kings.

They were seen as men of holiness and wisdom, skilled in philosophy and natural science.
They also had skills in understanding the signs of the times and predicting the future,
mainly through looking at the night sky and learning from the stars. They believed the
order of the universe was directed by God, and if God should choose to do something
different or extraordinary, he would disturb that order for a time, to catch the attention of
those who had eyes to see. They were listening men, on the lookout for God’s signals in
the heavens. When they saw a patrticularly bright star, they interpreted this as marking the
birth of a king in the land of the Jews, and set out to find him.

In this way Matthew tells us that Jesus came not just for the Jews, but for all the nations,
a light for the whole world.

The fact that God chose to speak to the Magi in a language they could understand is a
wonderful aspect of the nativity stories. Christmas is about God coming to be with us,
God wanting to communicate to us in a way that is easily understood.

The question for us is, ‘Are we also looking and listening?’

God is always speaking, seeking to communicate with us. Do we take time to be still, to
give him our attention, to read his word and observe creation with open hearts and minds?
Secondly, they were wise.

v7-8, 12 Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go
and pay him homage... And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.’

Herod was half Jewish, half pagan, appointed by the Romans to rule over the Jews.

He was an insecure and ruthless man, suspicious of anyone who might threaten his power
and position. He murdered his wife, three sons, mother-in-law, brother-in-law, uncle, and
others who he saw as a threat. So, when he hears about a new ‘king of the Jews’, he is
very disturbed, and immediately plots to kill this new threat to his position. Matthew tells us
of the awful slaughter that Herod later exacted on the children of Bethlehem.

The Magi were wise in sensing Herod’s false interest in wanting to pay homage to this
new king. Because they are open to God, listening to him, they hear God speak in a
dream, and slip back to their own land avoiding any further contact with Herod.

Can we read between the lines, as the Magi did, wise to those who are truly interested
in finding and knowing Jesus? Jesus came to all people to show how much God loves us,
and reveals himself to those who truly seek him.

Like the Magi we can grow in wisdom and the ways of God.



Thirdly, they were joyful.

v10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy’.
Matthew uses all the superlatives he can to convey their great joy. This is a surprising
thing. Consider that these rich, wise magi had travelled a long way, seen the Temple and
Herod'’s Palace in Jerusalem, amazing buildings full of great treasures, and come to a
small town, finding a poor young woman with her baby. God had opened their spiritual
eyes to see the greatest treasure the world has ever seen, God in a human life, a baby
in his mother’s arms.

Many travel great distances of heart and mind searching for God, maybe we have in our
lives, and when we find him, it is the most wonderful thing in the world, a great joy.

‘They knelt down and worshipped him’. How else could anyone react to God among us?
Did they pray or sing or remain silent? We don’t know, but something within them
witnessed that all their lives had led them to this moment, and now they were at peace
and full of joy.

They opened their treasure and brought out gifts appropriate to this new born king.

Gifts which themselves spoke of the future of this baby, gold for a king, frankincense for
a priest, myrrh for one who was born to die in a momentous way.

How these gifts must have spoken to Mary and Joseph of their son, giving them much to
ponder as to his life and future.

When we come to bow before God almighty, we can also offer our worship, and our gifts,
which God has given to us, to be offered back to his Son Jesus. As we do so we reveal
what Jesus means to us, and witness to the one born to be King of Kings and Lord of
Lords.

Like these Magi, may we learn to look and listen, to be wise, and to know the joy of the
Lord. Amen.



