
Luke 4:14-21 
In today’s gospel we have one of the most important events in Jesus’ ministry, his very first 
teaching, setting out his own understanding of his mission and place in God’s purposes.  
Jesus returns to his home town of Nazareth in Galilee, and, as was his custom, goes to 
the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and is invited to read the scriptures and teach.  
Maybe the people knew his extraordinary understanding from his time as a young man.  
Jesus turns to a passage very familiar to his hearers, from the prophet Isaiah.  
It sets out the hope of God’s people, the sort of world that we long for and God longs for. 
Jesus reads the passage, sits down, and with all eyes on him, says,  
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’.  
Jesus wasn’t like John the Baptist, saying, ‘the Kingdom is coming, get ready’.  
Jesus was saying, ‘this is happening, now, in me!’  
All that God had long promised was now being fulfilled in Jesus.  
And Jesus was calling people to follow him, to be like him, to do as he was doing,  
and he still calls us to do this, to fulfil God’s purposes for the world today. 
So, what was the content of his message? 
‘good news to the poor’ The society God looks for is one where all have a place and 
value, the poor as well as the rich, all are included. The poor have hope and the reasons 
for poverty are acknowledged and tackled. Where the poor of the world would not be left  
to suffer one disaster after another, with so little help or hope.  
We seek to remember the poor through our support of charities and missions, Christian 
Aid, HARP, Children’s Society, Leprosy Mission, Water Aid.. both financially and 
supporting their campaigns on behalf of the poorest of the world…. and in our prayers for 
those who suffer poverty, and those who have the power to change this… 
‘release to the captives,.. to let the oppressed go free ’ speaking here both of those 
unjustly imprisoned, who look for justice, and this would happen to many of those early 
Christians; and releasing those trapped by the wiles of sin and Satan that destroy lives, 
e.g. addictions of all sorts, materialism, religious burdens, slavery, and spiritual, mental or 
physical oppression. Jesus later says, ‘If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’ (John 8:32) 
Freedom is a mark of the Kingdom of God, and Jesus’ message brings freedom. 
‘recovery of sight to the blind’ Jesus would open many eyes, both physical and spiritual. 
Jesus often spoke of the spiritual blindness of those who did not want to see what God 
was doing in his life. Jesus came as a light, to reveal God, to all who had eyes to see.   
‘to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour’ All that went before Jesus led up to this 
moment in time, when God revealed himself in a human life, and our salvation was 
revealed through Jesus. All who believed in him would now experience the salvation of 
God, forgiveness and life eternal. The way to God’s favour was now open for everyone. 
Jesus has done all that is necessary to this to happen, but we still have work to do:  
to live as those who belong to the Kingdom of God, to pray and act for God’s Kingdom  
to come on earth as it is in heaven, just as Jesus did during his life on earth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus began his reading, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, ...’  
When we live like Jesus, the Spirit of God is upon us, and works through us, and we 
reveal the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  
When we are good news to the poor, in our generosity, our lifestyles, ‘living simply that 
others may simply live’, our standing up for those who cannot defend themselves, 
campaigning and praying for justice.  
When through prayer and listening, care and love, people are set free from the things 
that bind them and spoil their lives.  
When we reveal God by our love and behaviour, and our patient witness to God’s 
presence in our lives and our world.  
When we proclaim the salvation of God in word and action, humbly inviting others to 
follow Jesus, to find in him fullness of life.    
Then the Spirit reveals Jesus through our lives.  
May it be so, to the glory of God. 


