
John 2:1-11 
Today’s gospel reading is that lovely story of the wedding at Cana in Galilee,  
where Jesus turned water into wine.  
John loves to use imagery and allusions in his writing, and there are plenty here. 
The story begins, ‘On the third day’. It may have been two days after Jesus called his 
first disciples, but John means much more. He is looking ahead, to the end of Jesus’ 
life, when ‘on the third day’ Jesus rose from the dead to eternal life. John is saying, 
here is a foretaste of the new eternal life that Jesus came to bring us. 
At the end of his account of the miracle, John tells us that here ‘Jesus revealed his 
glory’. We usually think of glory in incidents such as Moses on the mountain top with 
God receiving the 10 Commandments, coming down with his face shining brightly, or 
later Jesus covered in clouds being transfigured into shining brightness on the 
mountain, or ascending into heaven, glory revealing the presence of God. But here 
Jesus was not shining, there were no clouds or angels singing, but God’s glory is seen 
in a human life, in loving actions, in Jesus. 
John also calls the miracle ‘the first of his signs’. Signs that pointed to who Jesus 
was, God’s own Son. Signs that people were meant to read and understand, as the 
disciples did here, as John writes, ‘and his disciples believed in him.’ They understood, 
and began to put their trust in Jesus. They would follow him, because he offered 
something no-one else could offer, a new authentic way of living in God’s way.  
What joy and excitement they must have felt as they looked forward to being with 
Jesus in the months and years ahead! 
And what of the miracle itself, of water turned into wine, what did that say to the 
disciples, and to us? 
Jesus was offering something beyond all expectations.  
Jesus miraculously produced an abundance of wine, far more than was necessary, 
about 150 gallons! and it was the best wine they had ever tasted. This is a picture of 
the abundant life Jesus offers to us.  
Later, John records Jesus as saying, ‘I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly’ (John 10:10) For those first disciples, following Jesus was to be more than 
they ever expected, more fun, more amazing, more demanding and more costly.   
Also, the miracle indicates that the Jewish law was being replaced by Jesus. 
The huge stone water jars were used for washing hands and pots in accordance with 
the Old Testament Law. Keeping all these laws was thought to be the way to please 
God. But now Jesus was revealing a better way to please God, by following Jesus’ own 
words and example. 
Why did Jesus choose to perform this sign at a wedding feast?  
I think, because celebration is important. A wedding feast was a joyful local celebration, 
the whole village would have been invited. Jesus enjoyed a celebration as much as 
anyone, he was no ‘killjoy’. His ministry was life-affirming, he didn’t reveal his glory by 
separating himself, but in being part of people’s lives, and celebrating the good gifts of 
God. It’s good to celebrate.  
One more thing from this story. Jesus’ mother, Mary, knew where to turn when the 
need arose. Hospitality was a sacred obligation and duty in Jesus’ day, and it was a 
disaster to run out of wine on a wedding day. Mary saw the need and knew Jesus 
could do something about it. Whatever our need we can turn to Jesus. Jesus did not let 
her down, and will never let us down. 
Jesus calls us to follow him today, just as he did those first disciples. May we, like 
them, learn to read the signs, to daily follow Jesus, and experience life that is full and 
abundant.  


