Mark 1:14-20

Today our gospel reading tells us of the point where Jesus embarked on his public
ministry, to reveal God’s love and power to all people, and call others to follow him.

Jesus has been baptized by John in the river Jordan, tempted by the devil in the
wilderness to avoid God’s will for his life, and now leaves his home in Nazareth and moves
to Galilee and a new home in Capernaum by the lake, probably to live with Peter’s family.
We see key aspects of Jesus’ ministry set out here:

v14-15 Jesus begins to teach the people. John had been arrested by King Herod, and so
Jesus picks up his ministry where John had left off, and begins to proclaim the good
news of God, a message of repentance, calling all people to believe and draw near to
God. But Jesus is also saying that it is in himself that the kingdom has come near. Itis in
Jesus’ life that people will see what the kingdom of God is like, where God’s power is
revealed, where everyone is treated justly and with care and compassion... For those with
ears to hear, right from the beginning Jesus is revealing himself as God incarnate.

v16-20 Jesus calls people to follow him, with a promise to change the direction of their
lives. Specific, personal calls to not just draw near to God, but to follow Jesus himself.
Jesus issues these first calls to be with him, and to call others to follow him too, and
begins to reveal himself as the Way to God.

Thirdly, Jesus is looking for a response from those who hear him, to begin to live in
God’s Kingdom. These two pairs of brothers seem to readily respond to Jesus’ call, even
though it must have been an unknown future they were committing to. Something in Jesus
compelled them to follow him.

In these three aspects we see the heart of what it still means to follow Jesus today,
to be a Christian:

In Jesus’ teaching we find the way of life, which is good news for all. A disciple is one
who listens carefully, diligently to their master’s teaching, which we find in the Bible,
seeking to understand by questioning and study.

In Jesus’ calling us, we find our place within God’s love and purposes, our worth as
children of God, created in his own image. We are called first to be with Jesus, to know,
love and follow him.

As we respond, there is always a leaving of some sort as well, as the disciples left their
familiar lives of fishing on the lake, embarking on a completely new challenge to be fishers
of people. Jesus later said, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me’ (Mt 16:24)

Mostly it is the leaving of old ways of living to live in God’s ways. When we follow Jesus,
the direction of our lives changes.

As we hear and respond to the good news of God, may we all experience that newness of
life Jesus offers, as we follow him day by day.



