
James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a  
We continue to consider the teaching of James in his letter to the early church, and we 
come to one of my favourite verses in the Bible, which we had as our text for the year in 
2018: ‘Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.’  
We have previously seen in James teaching our need to draw near to God, to avoid acting 
with prejudice, to control our tongues and speech, and in today’s epistle, ‘those conflicts 
and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you?’ (4:1) We need God. James wrote to Christians who claimed to 
be wise and understanding, but in fact were immature in their faith. 
If we are at all honest with ourselves, we know that we need God’s grace and help  
every day and every moment of our lives. ‘God gives all the more grace; therefore it says, 
‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’’ (v6) quoting Proverbs 3:34 
It is those who admit their need of God’s help who receive it. 
To live as Christians day by day we need to stay close to God. We need his grace, 
forgiveness, strength, wisdom and courage all the time. 
This is a challenge to us all, to admit our need and turn to the one who can help us. 
This verse is an Invitation to draw near to God. 
Jesus was always inviting people to come to him.  
e.g. ‘Come and see…’ to Andrew (2014 text); ‘Come to me all who labour...’ 
       ‘Come, all you who are thirsty’; ‘Come and follow me’ 
God delights when we draw near, giving him our attention, not because God is vain,  
but because we are created to find our fulfilment in relationship with him.  
God wants to bless us, to speak with us, to guide us in our lives, to fill us with his Holy 
Spirit, to use us to build his Church and his Kingdom. But he can only do this when we 
give him our attention, listen to him and seek to do his will.  
It is so easy to push God to the back of our minds and lives, to think we are fine as we are, 
but God continually calls us back to himself.  
These words are a gracious invitation to come into a closer relationship with God,  
to a deeper knowledge, a more certain hope, a fonder love. 
There is also a Promise here, that God will draw near to us. 
God never rejects us because we are not good enough, or because we have sinned  
too greatly, or gone too far away, or because he is too busy or preoccupied with more 
important people. The heart of God was revealed in Jesus. God loves us, delights in us, 
and longs to draw us closer. None of us know what the future holds for us, but we can 
know that God wants to walk every step of the way with us. God is faithful and will keep his 
promise if we draw near to him. 
Will you make this your regular prayer, asking God to draw near to you?    
If we do, then we have to give God a chance! What I mean is, if we can see our need, 
understand God’s loving promise and faithfulness to draw near to us, but then just carry on 
with our lives, ignoring God, how will we know if he is near or not? 
This prayer requires our time. If God is to draw near to us he needs our attention!  
To find God’s closeness we need to regularly read the Bible, through which he speaks to 
us, to reflect upon it, seeking to understand what it meant to those who first heard it and 
what it means to us today. It means to pray, to make space in our busy and noisy world to 
be still and enjoy his presence, to let God have access to our innermost thoughts and 
feelings. To sit or walk consciously with God, to tell him our troubles and joys, to ask for 
whatever it is we need. If we do this, then we will find God is indeed very close to us.   
So let us take James’ words to heart, ‘Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.’ 


