John 6:1-21 Feeding 5,000 and Walking on Water

In today’s gospel we hear of two amazing incidents.

Jesus miraculously feeds a hungry crowd of more than 5,000 people, and then

walks on the water of Lake Galilee, as his disciples battled stormy winds in their boat.

In both these incidents Jesus wasn’t showing off, but acted out of his care for the needs of
those with him. Notice here that Jesus didn’t just click his fingers, he’s not a magician!
rather Jesus involves and uses what/who is available to him:

1) People, and what they had to offer

Philip ®When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to
Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ °*He said this to test him, for
he himself knew what he was going to do. "Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.’

Philip takes the economist’s view. He is pessimistic. We can’t afford it! Let them go hungry!
A shrug of the shoulders.. Fortunately he is not the only disciple there.

Andrew 80ne of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to (Jesus), °‘There is a
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?’

Andrew takes a pragmatic/practical view, let’s see what we can find, but is also not very
hopeful. Both Philip and Andrew feel powerless in the face of such need.

Boy with five barley loaves and two fish, who seems to gladly offer them to Jesus.

This is what Jesus is looking for, a willingness simply to offer whatever we have, despite
the overwhelming size of the need.

In the second incident, the Disciples rowed across the lake into a strong wind. A storm
was coming and they didn’t sit idly doing nothing, but did what they could to reach safety.
We face many kinds of need in our lives. Here is a pattern and example for us to follow.
We can bring our needs to God, but must be willing to be part of the answer to our own
prayers, by not despairing or being resigned to whatever happens, but offering what we
have to God. This may be our time, talents, energies, our thoughts, our desires and
hopes? This is more than either simply being pessimistic like Philip, or pragmatic like
Andrew.

2) Prayer

11 “Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to
those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted.’

Jesus gives thanks for what he has, and offers all to God (as we do in this Holy
Communion service). Jesus’ action reminds us that we rely upon God to meet all our
needs. Jesus also wanted the crowds and the disciples to know the source of the food
they were about to enjoy, as it was multiplied miraculously.

14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the
prophet who is to come into the world.” When Jesus realized that they were about to come
and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.’
Handling the people’s expectations wasn'’t easy for Jesus, so he goes to spend time alone
with God, to be refreshed and renewed, to restore perspective, to listen to his Father, as
we thought about last Sunday.

When we pray, giving thanks to God restores perspective to our lives.

Are we thankful for what we have? or bemoaning what we don’t have!

Can we give thanks for all that God has given to us?

- family, friends, work, health, circumstances, just as we are? and offer all to God?

Do we follow Jesus’ example and make time to be with God, to speak and to listen to him?



The result of Jesus’ prayer and using what was available was God’s Power was released:
12 ‘\When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so
that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.’

All were filled and satisfied, with 12 baskets full left over! They wouldn’t forget this meal!
19‘When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. 2°But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be
afraid.” 21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached
the land towards which they were going.’

Jesus comes to his disciples walking on the water. We see here a power that belongs to
God alone. The disciples were afraid of this figure walking towards them, yet Jesus calmed
their fears, and immediately Jesus was in the boat they reached their destination.

The disciples learnt that when Jesus was there, they need have no worries, he knew their
needs and would meet them. The crowds were hungry, Jesus fed them. On the lake,
Jesus saved them.

If Jesus is in our lives, we will face challenges and troubles, but as we look to him, he can
provide for our needs, calm our fears and we will reach our goal, which is eternal life.



