John 17:6-19 Sunday after Ascension

At Jesus’ Ascension we remember Christ is now at the right hand of God, in a place of
authority and honour. He is praying for us, and in today’s gospel reading we have an
insight into what Jesus may be praying for us, as John records Jesus’ prayer shortly
before his Passion. Here Jesus prays (‘| am asking on their behalf; | am not asking on
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours’ vo:
1. For our Protection. 1 am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name.. so that they may be one, as we
are one... | am not asking you to take them out of the world, but | ask you to protect them
from the evil one.’ (v11, 15)

This protection is spiritual. Jesus asks the Father to keep us safe in our relationship with
him, a relationship of love and freedom. You could say this protection is like our
Coronavirus vaccination, to be resistant to all the viruses that destroy spiritual life.

eg materialism, seduction of money and power, greed, selfishness.. all the deceits of the
evil one.

Jesus wants us to be spiritually alive, and he mentions 2 things that will follow from this:
a) Unity (‘so that they may be one, as we are one’)

There’s safety in numbers, sticking together, looking out for one another. Being part of the
church is not an optional extra for Christians, but necessary for our spiritual health.

Unity is not uniformity, but a respect and honouring of one another in Christ, with a humility
and openness to listen and learn from one another.

b) We are to live in the world (‘1 am not asking you to take them out of the world’)

Our spiritual safety doesn’t come by withdrawing, like hermits, from the world. Our
Christian lives are to be lived out amongst all the bewildering events of our lives and our
world, rubbing shoulders with all sorts of people, rich and poor, honest and crooked, old
and young. Our aim is not to abandon the world, but to transform it for Christ.

2. For our Joy, a recurring theme in John’s writings.

(‘Now I am coming to you, and | speak these things in the world so that they may have my
joy made complete in themselves.’ v13)

Again this joy (as our safety) is based on, and comes from, our relationship with the
Father, through Jesus. Jesus had this joy in himself and in doing his Father’s will. It is a
fruit of the Holy Spirit within us, and it comes from knowing God and knowing that nothing
can ever separate us from God or from his love for us. In Paul’s letter to the Philippians,
he speaks of joy 18 times, and yet he wrote from prison, and at that time had suffered a
great deal for his faith in Christ. This joy is within us. We think, how could Paul be joyful in
such awful circumstances? How could Jesus be joyful as he went to the cross? And we
may think, how can | be joyful in my circumstances? The truth is that circumstances are
what surround us, but the joy is within us! It is a gift of God to his children. If we don’t have
this joy, perhaps either we are not sure that we are a child of God, or we have taken our
eyes from our heavenly Father, and can only see the world around us.

3. For our Dedication to God. (‘For their sakes | sanctify myself, so that they also may be
sanctified in truth.’ v19) Sanctification is also translated Consecration or Dedication, and
carries the sense of being set apart for a special task, and equipped with the qualities
necessary for that task. We see the task in v18 ‘As you have sent me into the world, so |
have sent them into the world.” We are sent to be witnesses, ambassadors of Jesus Christ,
in our homes, work, clubs, neighbourhood. This dedication comes through the truth of
God’s Word (‘Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” v17) In Scripture we learn of
how Jesus came into our world, how he lived, the values he cherished, the way he treated
others, and we seek God’s grace to do likewise.

The Result (‘1 have been glorified in them’v10b) We glorify God in our lives, as we reveal
something of our heavenly Father, and Jesus our Saviour, so that others see something of
the glory of God in us.



