
Mark 16:1-8, Acts 10:34-43 Easter Day 2021 
What a wonderful thing to celebrate that Jesus is alive, and here with us today!  
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!   
But not everyone can rejoice this morning. There are many reasons not to rejoice, 
personal issues, and news of troubles from around the world, and we are still going 
through the worst pandemic in living memory! but we do Rejoice! Why? 
Let’s take a look at Mark’s account of that first Easter morning and see: 
v1-3 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to 
one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ 
The women were not expecting any surprises, they were in a sombre mood. The got up 
early, gathered the spices they had prepared, and were thinking only of the problem of the 
stone. The women weren’t rejoicing. 
v4-5 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 
robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.’  
The stone was already moved away! An angel in the tomb provokes fear and alarm!  
As angels also did at the beginning of Jesus life, as the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, 
she was, ‘deeply troubled and afraid’, the shepherds in the fields, ‘terribly afraid’ by their 
angel messengers. The women certainly were not rejoicing, but more troubled than ever! 
v6 ‘But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.’ 
Jesus has been raised!... An invitation to look and see. It can be important to look  
at all the evidence for Jesus’ resurrection, I think you will find it convincing… 
If Jesus did rise from death to life again that means death has lost its power over us.  
We also, who trust in him, will follow him from this world through death into glory,  
new life with our Father in heaven. As Paul says, ‘Christ has been raised from death,  
as the guarantee that those who sleep in death will also be raised’. (1 Cor 15:20) 
But at that moment these women still weren’t rejoicing. 
v7 ‘But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;  
there you will see him, just as he told you.’  
The angel now points beyond the empty tomb to what these women really needed,  
a message not just for themselves, but for the other disciples too, that they would see 
Jesus again. Real proof that he was alive. It is in personal encounter with Jesus that  
we are convinced he is alive, and our lives are transformed. It would be in meeting the 
risen Jesus that these women would truly rejoice!... so for us… 
Mark’s gospel is the only one to mention Peter here. What a lovely thing.  
Peter, who denied Jesus three times, and then wept bitterly as the cock crowed,  
is singled out for mention. Often as we approach Easter through Lent and Holy Week,  
we are conscious of our own failures. Today is good news for us all, as we heard in our 
reading from Acts, ‘everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name’. (v43)  
Paul tells us, ‘If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.. 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead’. (1 Cor 15:17,20) 
Peter was to be forgiven and restored by Jesus, as Jesus longs to do for us all. 
 
 
 



Mark’s gospel has a very strange ending:                                                                                  
v8 ‘So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.’ 
It seems the final part of the gospel may well have been lost. 
Mark leaves us wondering, what happened next? (For that we need to look at the other 
gospels.) The women are both terrified and amazed!  
They had never seen anything like it! And neither have we, or anyone else.  
What happened was totally unique.  
But this might be a good point for us to reflect on this morning, ‘what happens next  
in our lives?’ Will my life be any different because Jesus is risen? 
Above all, this morning we thank God for the resurrection of Jesus, that death has  
been conquered, and life eternal is offered to us all. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!   
 


