Luke 24:36b-48, Acts 3:12-19

In this Easter season we continue to consider what the resurrection of Jesus means for us.
This week’s gospel reading from Luke is similar to John’s account in last Sunday’s gospel.
Both mention Jesus’ appearances to his disciples, their need to be reassured and
convinced that he is alive, and being sent out to tell others.

But Luke here emphasises Jesus’ words about the importance of Scripture. This was a
particular interest of Luke, seen in all his writings...

44 ‘Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.’

Jesus stresses that his life has been in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies, and of his
own words when he told his disciples of what was about to happen. All of history finds its
fulfilment in Jesus. His passion was the pivot upon which the world changed. Jesus is
revealed as indeed the long-awaited Messiah for God'’s people. It was vitally important for
these Jewish disciples to be convinced of this, and his resurrection is the final proof of this
claim.

45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures’

This is similar wording to Luke’s account earlier in this chapter of what happened on the
road to Emmaus, when those two disciples felt their hearts burning within them as Jesus
opened their eyes to understand the Scriptures about himself.

We also need to understand the Scriptures, which tell us of the purposes of Jesus’ death
and resurrection, and how we can live our lives as followers of the one who was crucified
and rose again. Reading and reflecting on Scripture, growing in understanding, applying
what we read to our lives, and letting God lead us, teach us, and speak to us through
scripture is the way to spiritual growth. Bible reading notes to help us, my Bible/tablets...
46’and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the
dead on the third day, 4’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’

This is the core of the gospel, that Jesus died and rose again, and now forgiveness of
sins is freely available to people of all nations as they turn to him in repentance and faith.
This was the subject of Peter’'s sermon in today’s reading from Acts 3, which concludes,
‘Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.’ (3:19)

This emphasises one aspect of the resurrection life we now live, that it is a life of
repentance, of turning from our sins. Our life is new because it does not simply repeat all
our old failings and ways, but we gain strength and motivation to live differently. This is not
simply a matter of our own will-power, but of allowing our love for God to change us from
the inside, in our hearts and minds, which comes from God'’s Spirit working through
Scripture and prayer. We expressed this by re-affirming our Baptism vows on Easter Day,
and we do so each time we meet by saying a confession together and receiving God’s
forgiveness.

Jesus adds here ‘beginning from Jerusalem’. Our new life begins where we are, not when
we die, not when we are perfect, not when we have sorted out all our problems, but now.
Those first disciples didn’t feel at all ready or equipped, but Jesus would be with them as
they went out, and would fill them with his Spirit.

48’You are witnesses of these things.’

The disciples were witnesses of the events of Jesus’ Passion, and were to bear witness by
telling others of these. We also witness to others, in word and action, of what we have
experienced of the living Lord Jesus today, the love we have for him, and what we have
come to understand about his life, death and resurrection. Our lives, even more than our
words, are our testimony.

As we are convinced of the truth of our faith and as we grow in understanding, we are able
to witness to the presence of our risen Lord Jesus by living the new life of resurrection now



