
Mark 11:1-11 Palm Sunday  
There was great excitement in Jerusalem, large crowds had gathered for the Jewish 
Passover festival, and for Jesus a long-anticipated moment had arrived.  
Jesus rode a colt, a foal of a donkey, down from the Mount of Olives, cheered by crowds 
of his followers as a new King. Jesus had come from Galilee, preaching of the kingdom of 
God, healing the sick, performing miracles, bringing good news to ordinary people as he 
travelled. Recently he had raised Lazarus from the dead, and so the crowds were excited 
and curious as to what Jesus would do next, what sort of King would Jesus be?  
They didn’t know that within a week Jesus would be crucified under the sign ‘The King of 
the Jews.’  
We see six signs here of Jesus as King: 
1. King of Humility. Zechariah had prophesied, ‘your king comes to you;.. humble and 
riding on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ (9:9) Jesus fulfils this prophesy here. Jesus came as 
a humble servant, washing his disciples’ feet at the Last Supper, ready to give his life as  
‘a ransom for many’. He invites us to let him humbly serve us. 
2. King of Justice. Jesus rides down the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. It was believed 
in Jewish tradition that the Messiah would appear from the Mount of Olives, to rule and 
bring justice to God’s people, putting all things right. Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but 
not as people expected. Jesus would bring justice by his example, not by violence. 
3. King of All. The crowds lay their cloaks in front of Jesus, as well as Palm branches. 
This was a sign of submission to a king, as Walter Rayleigh supposedly lay his cloak in a 
puddle for Queen Elizabeth I. Most people only had one cloak, so this was a costly sign of 
submission. All people are still invited to serve Jesus as King today. 
4. King of Salvation. The crowds shouted praises, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David. 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ Hosanna means ‘save us.’ The crowds hoped for a 
Saviour, a Deliverer from oppression and injustice. They hoped Jesus would be another 
great King like David, who brought peace to his people, and deliverance from their 
enemies. The salvation Jesus brought was not from Roman oppression but from the 
deeper oppression of sin in our lives, and of the fear of death. 
5. King of Joy. The words of praise shouted out to Jesus were from Psalm 118, words of 
praise and rejoicing, used at the Feast of Tabernacles, as God’s people remembered 
God’s presence with them. They are still words of joy for us today, as we celebrate God 
always being with us.  
6. King of Peace. King David’s great kingdom was characterised by peace and unity, a 
long uninterrupted time of peace and prosperity for God’s people. Jesus’ new kingdom 
would bring peace between people and God, peace between people of all nations, and a 
new people looking to Jesus as their King. 
Jesus comes as the Messiah offering justice, salvation, joy, and peace to all who would 
humbly follow him and accept him as their King, and live in God’s Kingdom. 
On that day the crowds adored Jesus, but soon were calling for him to be crucified.  
The disciples thought they would always follow Jesus, but very soon Judas would betray 
him, Peter would deny him, the others would all flee away in fear, leaving Jesus alone.  
They each reveal our human frailty. It was only when they were strengthened by the 
presence of the risen Jesus, and later filled with his Holy Spirit, that they had the courage 
to truly follow. Jesus’ way leads to life and peace, it is the way of humble service of others, 
which involves self-denial, taking up our cross to follow him.  
Jesus’ path to resurrection life went through Good Friday to Easter Day, and so does ours.            
So, as we look to God to strengthen us, we seek to follow the way of Jesus our King.  
 


