
John 2:13-22 
The startling impact of Jesus’ life, teaching, healing, and miracles is easily lost on us, who 
know the story so well, but must have been extraordinary at the time. Today’s gospel is 
one of the more shocking events in Jesus’ ministry, as he clears the market-traders out of 
the Temple precincts.  
Imagine someone going into a market place today, and turning over the stalls of corrupt 
traders: - fake luxury goods supplying income to gangs who trade in drugs and humans  
             - cheap clothes made by exploiting child slave labour in sweat shops 
             - electrical goods, recently stolen. 
There was uproar as Jesus drove out the animals and turned over the money-changers 
stalls. People don’t like their (corrupt) lives disturbed! From this point on there was a price 
on Jesus’ head! 
But there’s another dimension here, as the Temple was the place of worship for the 
Jewish people, not a market place or even a synagogue. Jesus declares the centre of 
Jewish national life as corrupt, and their religious leaders as condemned. 
The Temple in Jerusalem, originally built by King Solomon, consisted of a large temple 
mount area, with the Temple itself in the middle. The Jews believed this was the place 
where God appeared on earth, where he met with his people, in the Holy of Holies, that 
most sacred inner part of the Temple. Animal sacrifices were made by the priests for the 
sins of the people, so that they could draw near to God. It was God’s intention for this to 
pave the way for Jesus’ own sacrifice, but the reality was somewhat different. Animals 
were needed, but not the dishonest trade going on at this time. Special money had to be 
used within the Temple precincts, to pay for offerings, another device to cheat people of 
their hard-earned cash. Jesus declares it a corrupt place, with no love for God and 
neighbour here, but selfish exploitation of the opportunity to make money, to cheat people, 
to take advantage of worshippers, especially the poor. 
This reflects the human tendency to exploit any situation for our own advantage.  
Instead of loving God and our neighbour we think first of our own benefit. 
Jesus was speaking of this attitude when he challenged his disciples to ‘deny yourself, 
take up your cross and follow me.’ (Last week’s gospel) 
‘Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple… he told those who were 
selling the doves ‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-
place!’ (v15-17)  
Jesus is Angry, not selfishly, but rightly so. We should also be angry at times, when we 
see injustice in our society and the world today, and we must allow our anger to lead us 
into taking action (though perhaps not as violently as Jesus, as our anger is never pure).  
This led the authorities to question Jesus’ authority for such actions, ‘what sign can you 
show us for doing this? Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up… he was speaking of the temple of his body.’ (v18b-21) 
Jesus is saying he has come to replace the Temple as the place where God appears on 
earth. In his own human body Jesus now revealed God. Worship would in future be to 
Jesus and through Jesus, not in the Temple. He signals the end of a whole way of 
worship, as Jesus was the reality to which the Temple pointed, and now Jesus had come, 
the role of the Temple was ended. Jesus invites people to put their trust in him and not in 
any temple or animal sacrifice. 
 
 
 
 
 



John links this incident to the Passover, the time when Jesus was to reach his passion, 
‘The Passover of the Jews was near.’ (v13) John the Baptist had already proclaimed Jesus 
as the ‘Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’ (John 1:29) 
It was to be at that last Passover Supper that Jesus would make it clear that his body,  
his blood, was now the sacrifice we would remember, which would take away our guilt and 
shame and bring God’s forgiveness and peace. There would be no more need of Temple 
sacrifices. 
Jesus was willing to pay the price to put right all that was deficient in the Temple,  
to remove the barriers that would prevent all people knowing God’s love and forgiveness. 
And so, for us, God’s grace is free, undeserved, offered to all who would receive it. 
Our response can only be to give up our selfish ways, to live for God and our neighbour. 
It’s a risky business upsetting people’s lives with good news, getting angry for what is right, 
standing up for others’ rights and not our own. No wonder they made a plan to do away 
with Jesus. No wonder walking the way of the cross has never been a popular road to 
take. But it is the way of life itself, of joy and peace. It’s the only road worth travelling. 
  
 
 


