
Colossians 1:15-20; John 1:1-14 
When we come to God, in daily prayer or together in worship (whenever that is possible 
again), we bring our thankfulness, joys, hopes, concerns and worries, to God, but we also 
hope that we will see our lives in a greater perspective, as we glimpse something of the 
greatness of God. This is what today’s readings do for us. They speak of Jesus Christ in 
very exalted, lofty, poetic words, which proclaim his wonderful and unique nature.  
We may feel some of Paul’s language is beyond our understanding, but it’s good to stretch 
our minds at times! God will always be more than we can fully understand.  
Let’s take a look at our epistle, from Colossians 1, What does Paul say here? 
‘He is the image of the invisible God’ (v15a) Jesus Christ reveals God to us, truly, 
understandably, and in a way otherwise unknowable. We believe that all people are 
created in the image of God, but that image is often so marred and distorted in us that it 
becomes difficult to discern God’s image. If anyone wants to know what God is truly like, 
let them look at Jesus Christ. 
‘the firstborn of all creation’ (v15b) Jesus Christ is God’s first and only Son, superior to 
anything else created. He is unique, but in him God reveals what the new creation (God’s 
kingdom) will be like. To say that Christ is unique, in a multi-faith society, is not always 
popular, but it is true. Human beings will always believe and worship something or 
someone, and that is expressed in many ways in different cultures, and in many faiths 
world-wide. It is right for us as Christians to show respect to people of other faiths. 
Sometimes we are challenged by their devotion and love, but always we want to say that 
Jesus Christ is unique. There is no one like him in any other faith. It is only in Jesus Christ 
that God has fully revealed himself, and made salvation possible. 
‘for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers – all things have been 
created through him and for him’ (v16)  
Amazing words! Through Jesus Christ all things were created, not just our universe, but 
all of creation. And all are for Christ. The fulfilment of all people and all things is found in 
Jesus Christ.  
There is always a lot of controversy about how God created the world, the Big Bang 
theory, evolution and God’s part in that, but what we know is that it was God who created 
all things, and he created them through Christ and for Christ. Some of the created powers, 
including ourselves, have rebelled against God, resulting in sin and discord in the world,  
but one day all creation will acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and King. 
‘He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.’ (v17)  
God was always a Trinity, three persons in one God, even before Jesus entered our 
world. Christ was there in the beginning (as John 1 reminds us) and is actively sustaining 
the world even now! 
What is our ultimate hope in the face of global warming and environmental disaster?  
It is Christ. This does not excuse us from living in obedience to Christ, to seek to love and 
care for creation, and to tackle the problems we have created through global warming and 
pollution, but isn’t it good to know that it is Christ who holds the whole world together 
moment by moment, and will continue to do so until all is renewed. 
’He is the head of the body, the church’ (v18a) Jesus Christ is the head of the church. 
He is both the source of all we need, and the Lord whom we serve, and it is his pattern of 
life that we seek to follow.  
‘he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything’ (v18b) Jesus Christ was the first to experience resurrection.  
The first of a whole new creation. Because he rose, we also, who trust in him, will rise to 
new life. In the new creation Christ will be given the honour and worship due to him.  



‘For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell’ (v19) Jesus Christ is fully 
divine. Not half man, half God! Nor a mixture of the two. Jesus is both fully human and 
fully divine. Only such a one could bridge the separation between us and God. 
‘through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.’ (v20)  
In his death on the cross, Jesus accomplished something truly remarkable.  
He not only defeated the powers of death and evil that put him there, by rising to life again, 
he brought peace for all of creation! This is a huge vision that Paul captures.  
One day all of God’s good creation will be at peace, peace with God, peace with itself, 
peace with every part of creation. ‘The lion will lie down with the lamb’, prophesied Isaiah. 
We, who trust in the Lord, can know peace with God now, a foretaste of heaven, and invite 
others to put their hope and trust in such a wonderful Saviour. 
You may feel a little lost in Paul’s intricate language, but let these truths lead us to wonder 
and worship Jesus Christ, who is totally unique, the one and only Lord and Saviour. 
 


