2 Corinthians 12:9 Text for 2021

2020 has been such a strange and difficult year for so many, that the turn of a new year means
we are all looking forward in hope that 2021 will be much better. Hopeful signs such as the
coronavirus vaccines now approved and beginning to be rolled out, and a deal as we move out of
Europe, offer some reason for hope. Yet 2021 will still be a struggle for many as the economic
impact of all that has happened hits home. As is my custom | have chosen a text to take into the
new year, which | hope will go with us and guide us, offering comfort and hope for all that 2021
will bring:

‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness’ (NIV)

| particularly chose the photo on our Text card as it illustrates our text in two ways:

The crib scene shows God entering our world in weakness and vulnerability in the Incarnation.
Out of such weakness came a holy and loving life, expressed in Jesus’ relationships, ministry,
teaching, preaching and healing, along with extraordinary miracles. God’s power coming through
the weakness of his humanity.

Secondly, the photo shows two of the crosses we have in our church. It was supremely on the
cross that God’s strength in weakness was revealed. In suffering not for his own sins but for ours,
silently bearing pain and punishment, and yet conquering death by rising again, we see the
mighty power of God revealed through weakness.

As God acted in his Son, so he acts in our lives, by revealing his power in our weakness.

The coronavirus has revealed our weakness in all sorts of ways. Perhaps it can lead us as
individuals, and as a nation, to a humbler and more trusting reliance on God’s wisdom and
strength, and not simply our own.

The Context of this verse: v1-4 Paul speaks of his revelations of Paradise, or heaven.

A great mystical experience. But he refuses to boast or glory in this. Rather Paul says,

1 will not boast, except of my weakness.’ (v5b)

Paul had come to see that his revelations did not reveal God’s glory to others as much as

his weakness did; this is where God'’s grace and power are to be found and seen.

This can be really encouraging for us! Because very few of us ever have great revelations

of heaven, but we all have weaknesses!

We might prefer to be seen as strong and admired, but does that reveal God’s grace and power
to others as much as seeing God working in us and through us despite our weakness?

This is a theme to which Paul often returns: eg 1 Corinthians 2:1-4, and Romans 8:26.
Elsewhere Paul describes our bodies as ‘clay jars’ and ‘tents’, emphasising our fragile,
temporary nature in which God’s grace can be seen.

The Wider context is of God’s people throughout history. Think back over Moses, Gideon,
Jeremiah, Isaiah, David, as well as Jesus in his birth and death, all were weak but revealed God’s
strength, so we might expect it will be so for us in whatever God might ask of us.

Paul mentions something he faced for Christ’s sake, and for which he found that God’s grace was
sufficient for him:

v7b-9 Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’, something that troubled Paul deeply. Many think this was

a physical weakness, perhaps poor eyesight or another physical disability.

Three times Paul sought healing in prayer, but it was not to be. God’s answer was,

‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’

Despite this affliction, and much suffering, Paul was used uniquely by God to spread the Good
News to the Gentile world, to found many churches and establish the Christian faith across much
of the known world.



v10 Paul faced a great deal of hardship and opposition to his work and ministry, insults,
humiliations, slander, as well as persecution. Remarkably, these did not make him despondent
but he was able to see them as opportunities for God’s grace to be seen in him.

Paul was not a masochist but found, by experience, that God’s power was most evident in

his own weakness. He is saying that although we all have weaknesses, they can be places
where we find, and others see, God’s strength.

We all face hardships in different ways in our lives, it is part of the human condition.

Someone once said, ‘Our extremity is God’s opportunity’. Sometimes it is only in our desperation
that we turn to God, and find his strength.

Can we so trust in God, that God’s grace can be seen in us as we go through life’s troubles?

It has often been said that the Church is built on ‘the prayers of the people and the suffering of
the saints.’ Our troubles can produce humility, trust, understanding and sympathy for others, as
we recognise our weaknesses and find God’s strength to help us. This means being honest with
God and with ourselves in admitting our weaknesses, and our need of God’s grace, and then
letting God make whatever use he will of us in our weakness. That to God may be all the glory.

| pray that this text may encourage us in all our struggles and trials as we travel through 2021
with our Lord.



