
Jonah 3:10 - 4: end 
The story of Jonah is well-known. Jonah’s story is the human story, writ large!  
It is an exaggerated cartoon of a story, but it has lessons for us to learn from. 
Jonah was an ordinary man, but was called by God to be a prophet, to speak for God to 
his people, and he had real experiences of God, answers to prayer, being saved from 
danger, being used by God, and yet was still a wilful man at the end of the story. 
Twice Jonah is angry in this passage. This may help us reflect on our anger, especially 
when we are angry with God. 
1. Jonah is angry as the people of Nineveh are spared 
Jonah had been sent by God to the city of Nineveh to speak God’s message to the people. 
You know the story of how Jonah tried to run away from God, but God pursued him, saved 
him from drowning, and even delivered Jonah from the belly of the great fish. Eventually 
Jonah had preached in Nineveh, a message of judgment unless the people repented.  
His message was met with great success as the people did indeed repent, and God 
spared the city. 3:10   
But Jonah was unhappy. 4:1-2a 
Jonah thought he knew better than God, he thought he was wasting his time going to 
Nineveh, and so when the city was spared, Jonah was angry and he tells God, ‘I told you 
so’. Jonah wanted to be the one in control, but clearly he wasn’t, God was. 
We can also be like this. We want the world to revolve around us, we want to decide what 
is right and what is wrong, rather than listen to God. We think we know better than God, so 
we try and sort out our lives and the world, ignoring God, and it doesn’t work. It didn’t work 
for Jonah and it doesn’t work for us either. 
4:2-3 Jonah couldn’t rejoice in Nineveh’s deliverance. He knew the truth of God’s loving 
and forgiving nature, but thought the people of Nineveh deserved to suffer, which left him 
angry and full of self-pity. God did not need Jonah at all, but God delighted to use him, as 
he does us, to do his will. 
Notice God’s patience 4:4 God doesn’t say, ‘You are right to be angry’ or ‘you are wrong to 
be angry’ but asks Jonah to reflect on his feelings, and so come to a better understanding 
of himself. God already understands what is going on.  
God had many opportunities to give up on Jonah, but didn’t.  
So also with us, God never gives up on us, however often we get it wrong or fail to live as 
we know we should. Rather, God asks us also to reflect on our feelings, on what is going 
on in our lives, and in the world, and to let him lead us into a deeper understanding. 
2. Jonah is angry over the bush which God provided v6-10 
As God gives Jonah time to reflect on his actions and feelings, God protects him from the 
fierce sun by causing a bush to grow and shade him. God still shows his love for Jonah, 
but this doesn’t mean Jonah was right in his actions. The bush was a temporary help. 
Maybe for us, we receive temporary help, an answer to prayer, grace to resist a temptation 
or cope in a time of trial, or a time of happiness when all seems well in our lives. 
The bush was temporary, to help Jonah through a situation, and God does this for us too 
at times. But we are not to put our trust in temporary things, even good things, but in things 
that are eternal and last forever, in God’s eternal love and in all Christ has done for us. 
Because, if we trust in temporary signs of God’s love and goodness to us, what do we do 
when they are gone? Does it mean God has left us, as Jonah felt? 
Let us learn from Jonah, to trust in God and not just in ourselves, to seek to do God’s will 
and not simply our own, and to appreciate the blessings of our lives as we trust in those 
things which are eternal. 
 
  


