Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 The Parable of the Wheat and Weeds (Tares)

Last Sunday we considered he parable of the Sower. Today’s gospel parable is another
agricultural image, of wheat and weeds growing together. This is about the presence of
evil in the world, which is real, but also God'’s triumph over all evil.

The problem of evil in the world is complex and has stretched the greatest minds to
understand. The biblical understanding comes from the beginning of Genesis. Sin is
depicted as entering the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve, and the idea is
developed through their two sons, Cain and Abel. These two fell out, Cain was jealous of
Abel, and he let this jealousy develop into anger and then into action, until he killed his
brother. Evil thoughts were nurtured and allowed to grow until they turned into action.

This is our human nature. We are all tempted in different ways, maybe we have thoughts
of jealousy, envy, selfishness, greed, lust, anger... We can either stop them in their tracks,
nip them in the bud, or let them grow into something expressed in hurtful words or actions.
We hear in the news every day of people committing evil deeds, and this is how it must
have developed. When | hold my new grandson and see such an innocent baby, it is hard
to imagine such a child growing to commit evil acts in the world, yet for some people this is
what happens. Is it just human nature? Some evil acts seem to go beyond this, so |
believe, as Jesus teaches here, that there is a devil, a force for evil, which opposes God
and all that is good in the world.

v24a-28a For a farmer this was a cruel, detestable deed. Not just the usual number of
weeds, but deliberately sown by an enemy. The weed here is probably one that closely
resembled wheat, and so was hard to distinguish. Jesus is saying there is one who seeks
to increase evil in our lives and in the world, just as God’s Spirit seeks to develop good
fruit in our lives.

v28b-30 Weeds are good for nothing but burning, but the good wheat must not be
damaged. Jesus goes on to give an explanation of the parable: v37-43

Jesus sows good seed in all the world, and those who listen and follow him are children of
the Kingdom. The enemy is the devil, and those who follow his ways are the weeds. At the
end of time, there will be a separation, a cleansing, a sifting process at the final judgment.
All evil will be banished, and all that is of God will shine in purity and beauty and give glory
to God. Remember God is always seeking to forgive, cleanse, restore, purify. No sin or evil
can exist in the presence of a holy God, it will all be consumed by the fire of his holiness.
Only that which was planted by God and watered by the Spirit will survive.

What does this teach us?

There is an enemy of God, the devil, who is at work. The Kingdom of God and the
kingdom of this world grow together. We see joy and hope alongside evil and wickedness,
love and faithfulness alongside selfishness and injustice.

Fruit is revealed in the lives of those who live in God’s way. We thought of this last
Sunday, the seed that fell into good soil producing the fruit of good deeds and of the
Spirit, especially love. Fruit is also seen in the lives of those who entertain evil, following
temptations: bitterness, hatred, aggression, hardness of heart, indifference to others,
prejudice, selfishness, ...

We all feel the influence of God’s Spirit and the devil. Both seek to sow their seeds in our
hearts and minds. To which will we offer a welcome, and bear fruit?

As with the wheat and weeds, it is not easy to distinguish between the good and the evil
until their fruits are fully seen. Therefore Jesus counsels patience, not to be quick to judge
one another, especially fellow Christians, but allow time for repentance and change.
Jesus teaches that judgment does come in the end. The injustices of this world are
redressed in the light of eternity, and it is God alone who judges.

Jesus ends, ‘Let anyone with ears listen!’ (v43).



