John 10:1-10

There is no better loved picture of Jesus than the Good Shepherd. It is woven into the
language and imagery of the Bible. Shepherds were prominent figures in the landscape of
Judea in Biblical times. Most of the land was not fit for agriculture, but only for grazing,
shepherds faced a hard life, but they were a common sight. Jesus applies this familiar
image to himself, as the Good Shepherd, the one who offers life lived in the love and care
of God. In the face of the uncertainties of the coronavirus, with fears of being confronted
with some realities that we prefer to ignore, that we are not masters of our own destiny,
that life is fragile and death more real that we would wish, Jesus the Good Shepherd offers
us reassurance and peace.

In today’s gospel we see three aspects of this image;

1. Knowing, the shepherd knows the sheep by name, each one. (v3-5)

The sheep recognise the shepherd’s voice, but no other. We are known by God, and come
to know God through Jesus. The Christian life is one of belonging to God.

Jesus knows our needs, both the basic needs of food, drink, clothing, shelter and
protection, but also deeper needs of love, encouragement, belonging, purpose and
fulfilment. Sheep may all look the same to us, but to the shepherd they are all different and
recognisable. The young need a different sort of care to the older, the headstrong to the
docile. The good shepherd knows them all, and provides for their different needs.
Although Jesus knows our needs, he still delights when we speak with him about these,
and about our hopes and desires, so that he might be able to speak into our hearts about
these things.

2. Following. The shepherd leads the sheep, he doesn’t drive them (v3-4)

Jesus calls us each to follow him, and the Holy Spirit guides us day by day.

‘whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture’ (v9)
These words express the security, safety and peace that is found with God. The good
shepherd cared enough to be willing to die, to give up his life, for his sheep. Jesus died for
us just as we are, so that we might experience forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift of
God. We do this by following Jesus’ example and pattern of life.

3. Living. v10 There is a contrast here between the thief and the truth.

The thief is anyone who seeks to take God’s place in our lives. The Scribes and
Pharisees did this in Jesus day, rulers can do this today, or even religious leaders can do
this. We can also replace God ourselves, by choosing to follow our own ego, our own
selfishness or unwillingness to forgive, and ignore God'’s ways. We need to know Jesus
well enough to distinguish his voice from others. This comes through experience of
listening carefully day by day.

The truth, as revealed in Jesus, is the way of life, characterised by freedom and
abundance. Free to live as children of God, knowing we are valued and loved, in the
relationship with God for which we were created. Free to grow more fully into the image of
God day by day, to reflect the nature of our maker, to experience his life more deeply in
us. Jesus describes this as ‘abundant’ life. It is clearly not abundance in the way
commonly understood, as wealth, success, a perfect pain-free life, free of all anxieties...
This abundance is to be free from the grip on sin on our lives, free to do what is right, free
from the fear of death, because we live in hope and in eternal life, eternally secure,
abundant in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control, the fruit of the Spirit.

Let us rejoice that we are loved and cared for by Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and trust him
in these troubled times, following him closely in abundance of life.



