
Maundy Thursday John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Can you imagine Donald Trump saying to the White House cleaners, ‘I’ll empty the bins, 
take out the trash, and wash the floors today!’ or Boris Johnson saying to his next-door 
neighbour, Chancellor Rishi Sunak, ‘Can I pop round and give your car a clean?’! 
Why not? Because these are menial jobs, servant’s jobs. Such leaders would be afraid  
of being seen as weak, vulnerable, or opening themselves to being ridiculed or taken 
advantage of. They would fear losing respect, or even losing control. Anyway, they have 
much more important matters to deal with.  
Jesus’ leadership is very different to the worlds’, and he calls us to follow his example. 
v2b-3 ‘the Father had given all things into his hands’. Other translations say,  
‘The Father had given him complete power’. What would you do with such power?  
Jesus could have simply waved a hand for hundreds of people to be raised from the dead, 
clicked his fingers for a banquet to appear, said a word and Pilate would have had a 
sudden heart attack, or exposed Judas for his treachery. But he didn’t. 
v3-5 How amazing! here is a man who is secure enough in his own position and value, 
that he is not afraid to take risks, to be humble, to do menial tasks. No standing on his 
dignity here.  
Jesus knew his place in the Father’s love and purposes, and this set him free. 
In the familiar passage from Philippians 2:4-11 often read on Palm Sunday, we hear,  
‘He was in the form of God,.. but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave.’ 
As we see Jesus getting closer to the fulfilment of the purpose of his life, his mission on 
earth, closer to returning to his Father, he is not becoming detached from his followers,  
but closer than ever, his humility stronger than ever. 
v6-9 Peter teaches us so much. His rashness provides so many lessons and insights we 
otherwise would have missed. We all have to learn, as Peter did, to allow Jesus to serve 
us. We each must admit our need of the washing and cleansing only Jesus offers. 
v12-15 I think Jesus is talking first of all here, of forgiveness. We must allow Jesus to 
forgive us, which means admitting we need it! Then to offer forgiveness to those who hurt 
and fail us. Forgiveness is a humbling business. But it is not only forgiveness Jesus is 
speaking of here, it is, of course, also humble acts of love and care for those around us, 
our friends, family, church members, and also those who turn against us, who let us down, 
who disappoint us. Judas was included here too.  
Jesus sums it up v34-35. ‘Love one another’. So challenging and yet so essential  
if we are to follow Jesus. The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, once 
said, we are to be those who ‘make God believable’ by the kind of people we are.  
Are we Jesus’ people? People of humility? People of simple acts of caring? People of 
love? Jesus laid down his life for us, and invites us to take up our cross and follow him. 
 
(Usually in our Maundy Thursday service we offer the washing of feet. Symbolically  
re-enacting Jesus actions. Maybe you could use your imagination to see yourself at the 
Last Supper, having your feet washed by Jesus, and reflect on Jesus love for you, all he 
has done for you, and how you daily can respond to his call to follow him.)   
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us  
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you:  
Give us the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of all,  
and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and reign now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 



 
 


